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Qnitarian Church, Medtfiely, Mass. 


SUNDAY EVENING, Oct. 6, 1867. 


SIX O'CLOCK, | 


ORDER OF SERVICES 
Ke-Opening of this House of Worship, 


REV. JAMES HENRY WIGGIN 


‘““AS PASTOR AND STATED MINISTER OF THE FIRST CONGREGATIONAL 


PARISH.”’ 


Ortler of Services. 


—e— 
I. ORGAN VOLUNTARY. 

—+— 

Il. ANTHEM BY THE CHOIR. 2 

III. INVOCATION. 

BY REY. E. GIFFORD, OF WEST DEDHAM. 

—o— 
IV. STATEMENT BY THE PASTOR. 


—_@— 


Vika MN. F 3 
Loy Oe. 


O Gop, whose presencé glows in all 
Within, around us, and above! 

Thy word we bless, thy name we call, 
Whose word is truth, whose name is love. 


That truth be with the heart believed 
Of all who seek this sacred place; 

With power proclaimed, in peace received, 
Our spirit’s light, thy spirit’s grace. 


That love its holy influence pour, 
To keep us meek and make us free, 
And throw its binding blessings more 
Round each with all, and all with thee. 


Send down its angel to our side, — 
Send in its calm upon the breast; 

For we would know no other guide, 
And we can need no other rest. 
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| VII. SERMON. 


BY REY. B. H. BAILEY, OF DEDHAM. 
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VIII. HYMN, Je. Z 
Wel te foert- 


O THOU, whose own vast tempfe stands, 
Built over earth and sea, 

Accept the walls that human hands 
Have raised to worship thee. 


Lord, from thine inmost glory send, 
Within these courts to bide, 

|| The peace that dwelleth, without end, 

Serenely by thy side. 


May erring minds that worship here 

Be taught the better way, 
| And they who mourn, and they who fear, 
| Be strengthened as they pray ! 


May faith grow firm, and love grow warm, 
And pure devotion rise, 

While round these hallowed walls the storm 
Of earth-born passion dies! 
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Ix. FIRST READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


| BY REV. HORATIO ALGER, OF SOUTH NATICK. 


| . PRAYER OF CONSECRATION. oe 
Ccemt f aaa 
We 4 BY REV. J. M. MERRICK, OF FOXBORO’. 

|| Deereze_ Atti tAtJ Bs ——~¢ 


4% XI. INTERLUDE BY THE CHOIR. 
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XII. SECOND READING OF THE SCRIPTURES. 


BY REV. GEORGE PROCTOR, OF DOVER. 


XIII PRAYER OF RECOGNITION. 


BY REV. WILLIAM BROWN, OF SHERBORN. 


XIV. RESPONSE ON THE ORGAN. 


XV. ADDRESS TO THE PARISH. 


BY REV. WILLIAM B. SMITH, OF WALPOLE. 


XVI. CONCLUDING PRAYER. 


BY REV. C. S. LOCKE, OF WEST DEDHAM. 


XVII. DOXOLOGY. 


To be sung by the Congregation to the tune of ** Old Hundred.” 


From all that dwell below the skies 
Let the Creator’s praise arise; 

Let the Redeemer’s name be sung, 
Through every land, by every tongue. 


Eternal are thy mercies, Lord; 

Eternal truth attends thy word: 

Thy praise shall sound from shore to shore, 
Till suns shall rise and set no more. 
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XVIII. BENEDICTION. 
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Meprietp, June 1, 1868. | 


To the Pastor and Society of Liberal Christians worshiping at | 


; ie a. I 
The Board of Officers of the “Norfolk Conference of Unitarian and other Christian | 
Churches,” have directed me to issue notices for a meeting at Medfield, on Wednesday, June — | 
24th, at 9 A. M., to be continued through the day. | | 

You are requested to be represented thereat, by the Pastor, and at least six Delegates, 
male or female ; and it is hoped that every Society will be fully represented. 

_ Please furnish me (the Secretary) a list of names, as soon as possible after you arrive at 
the place of meeting. 

Vacancies in the Board of Officers will be filled at this meeting, A By-Law will be 
offered authorizing the Board of Officers to fill vacancies in their number, when they occur, 
during the year. 

At the request of the Board of Officers, Rev. Cuartes J. Bowen will submit an Essay ; 
subject.— * How can the Christian Church maintain its rightful position and influence in pro- 
moting the moral and religious life and force of the community?” Itis hoped that this Es- 
say, which is to be suggestive and not exhaustive, will lead to an interesting and useful discus 
sion. 

The first hour after recess will be devoted to brief statements from each Society, as to its 


experiences and progress both spiritual and temporal, during the past year. 


; 
. C. C. SEWALL, Sec’y. | 
| 


ah era meeting of the ( 
ays June 24), there will: be a 


distribution o 


erence. Trains) 


LOCAL CONFHRENCES..| -, 


NORFOLK COUNTY CO FERENCE, 

Accepting the hospitable invitation of the Med- 
field friends, a goodly delegation arrived the eyen- 
ing before. The church was beautifully decorated | 
with flowers, and indeed the whole interior | 
structure had been greatly beautified since most 
of us had seen it. 

Tuesday evening, June 23d.—An interesting ser- 
vice was held, but not so fully attended as we 
could wish. The congregation joined in familiar 
hymns. Rey. Geo. L. Demorest (Universalist) 
of Milford opened the exercises. Rey. T. J. 
Mumford of Dorchester offered prayer, and Rev. 
Mr. Eldridge, who has lately come among us, 
closed the services. Rev. R. R. Shippen of 
Worcester preached the sermon, founded upon a 
scripture which he had read in the story of Naa- 
man, “‘Wash and be clean.’”’ To be saved is to 
be in spiritual health. The symptoms of spiritual 
ill-health were keenly presented, and glowing 
pictures given of the sick and the healthy soul. 
The question of the efficacy of sacraments and 
@OCiFINES in saving us is, what effect *haye they 
upon character? Men are ready to do any great 
thing to propitiate God rather than obey him. ee OG 

Wednesday, June 24th.—At eight o’elock a Va 0 
prayer and conference meeting was held, con- 
ducted by Rev. G. W. Stacy of Milford, now in 
charge of the church in Sharon. ‘Peace of spirit, | 
independent of circumstances,” was the keynote. | 
Messrs. Shippen, Bowen of Roxbury, Green of) 

Chelsea, and others, spoke and prayed. At nine) 
the friends from other towns began fo arrive, 

The Conference proper opened at nine and one;, 
half with prayer by Rey. Mr. Adams of Pe : 
ton, and the reading of the call. 
Park presided most admirably. Revs Ge ome: Bowen’ 
read a fine essay—‘‘How can the Christian chureh 
maintain its rightful position and influence in j 
promoting the moral and religious life and force of | 
the community?” which elicited nyuch* thought. 
Addresses, suggestive and full of thie best spirit, 
were made by the Chairman, Rey. fae Stacy, 
Green, Eldridge, Chas. Lowe (Secretary of the 
American Unitarian Association), H of South 
Dedham, Patterson of Roxbury” and 
(Universalist), Messrs. Wm. Chickerit 
ham, Craig, Lewis of Framingham, and 

An amendment was passed enabling the Aire 
of officers to fill its vacancies hereafter, ri Ne | a Shecal t 

Rev. Wm. B. Smith of Walpole prayed, and la Z ante 
then 300 friends from other plages adjourned ‘to, “ 
the vestry to enjoy the large- handed Hospitality. | 
of Medfield, which did honor to the be ity of the 
village. Grace was said by Revs ze if 
West Dedham. : 

At one and one-half we again ass : 
church.” Rev. Mr. Piper of Canton offe 
Rey. H. Alger of South Natick, for 
mittee previously appointed, reported 
Hill of South Dedham, and Dr. Spoone’ 


chester to fill vacancies now existing in the. board 
of officers. “3 


| the Sunday-school was in good condition, congrega~ 


'| feport. 


“Rev. T. J. Muinford off@ 
were passed, in memory of 


. Reports from the churches were 


Bie ah aan 


Rev. Mr. ra who lef Jast Siiiakeh: and: the interest. ~ 
was reported as not falling: off; by. Mr. Chickeringy =] 

DovER. —-RovcG _§. Locke, is supplying there, and t 
reported the s ‘y as left-in a good condition by” 
mS Geo. bli who has removed to Westmin- 
ster. 

Canron.—Rey. Mr. Piper, has built a parsonage 
and purchased a fine organ; so raising $6000 above 
the usual expenses. 

West Depuam.—Rev. E. Gifford, is doing well. 

DorcHrESTER.—First Parish.—Rev. N. Hall, has 
given during the past year, for benevolent purposes, 
$8000. 

ALARRISON SQUARE.— Was not represented. 

DorcHeEstTeR.—Third Parish.—Rey. T. J. Mum- 
ford, reported an effective Christian Union of Young” 
Men. 

Neponset:—Rey. H. D. Catlin, progressed asf 
usual. 

JAMAICA PLAIN.—Dr. Thompson, reported spinit= 
ual life, and a commendable activity in social mat- | 
ters. The pastor followed his report with a telling | 
speech on church foundations in Christ. : 

MrpFIELD.—Spoke for herself in the Conference, 
and was further reported by Chas. Hamant, Esq., as 
never in better condition than now. During the } 
year $1600 given for repairs on the church and bell, © 


tion had greatly increased, and for this success~“the 
parish -felt indebted to the efforts of the pastor, Rev. 
J. H. Wiggin. Various sums have been raised for 
benevolent puposes, and vespers and lect held in 
addition to the one service. 

Sourm Natick.—Rev. H. Alger, reported the young 
people organized for religious help. 


Mr. PLEASANT.—Rev. Mr. Bowen, reported in de- 
tail Some special services held there, and the effect- 
ive unions of the ladies and young people. 

S1LA RON ——Had painted the church and locked it 
py but Rey. G. W. Stacy had awakened an interest 

and would preach there the coming year. 

SueRBorn.—Rey. Wm. Brown, announced progress. | 
in Sanday-school. — 

Watrorr.—Rev. Mr. Smith, about .as usual. 
Some spiritual life awakened and more wanted. 

Sourn DEDHAM.—Rev. Geo. Hill, succeeds es- 
pecially in social religious meetings. 

Roxsury—Universalist Church.—Rev. M. Patter= } 
son, is full of life; many have joined the church. } 
$10,000 have been raised for the meeting house, and 
fifty children have been baptized. 

Hyper Park.—Mr. Hamilton, of the Boston School 
for the Ministry, has charge of this society at pres- 
ent, but did not feel competent to. zm epr 3 definite 


Foxnoro.—Rev: J. M. Merrick reported ‘decided 
advances, both-in temporal and spiritual affairs. | 
‘Yhe Secretary of the onference,. Rey. O26 


Sewall, Stated” that i 
were represented in the 
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v. Mrs. Pe > 
a ee ling speech on chu “music, with special | 
reference to/some. “spirituals” sung eee ‘Bow- | 
en’s family and society. - ite 

“Lord make me patibad,” Pu * 
deligtite’t our ears and hearts several times dur- 
ing the day, and Mr. Bowen told its story. Mrs. 
Bowen had learned it of a negress who had eight 
children to support. A collection was forthwith 
taken of about twenty-four dollars for the poor 
woman. 

Rev. J. B. Green read a sermon on ‘‘Having 
all things in common”’—the spirit that gives liber- 
ally because all things belong to God. The dis- 
course contained many telling hits at selfishness 
and ‘‘respectable sinners.” 

The Conference closed at five o’clock with 
prayer and benediction from Rey. J. H. Wiggin, 
and the customary doxology. ; $e 
'| This was the largest Conference» yet held in | 

the eounty, and promnced ‘by many the most 

interesting. ite 


ucting oF oval” onferen ices. 
Officers of the Norfolk County 
Conference at an early stage of the existence of 
this organization, adopted the view, that these 
“Local Conferences” were intended to be Con- 
ferences of churches, and not like the usual con- 
ference and prayer meetings of individuals. That, 
therefore, the churches or societies, assembling | 
gh their delegates, were to consult for their 
| good, to suggest modes of action as bodies, 
tc r late their past experieneii és, difficulties, 
‘suceesses or failures as churches. a 3 societies, # 
lake these gatherings profitable, Wa 
th nds three things seemed part sy de 
om” Bion 
To imbue them, at the outset, salt tn 
t spyont and prayerful spirit. | é ‘o this end - 


ce. std blessing by fervent “me 3 inter 
} gled with the discussions, have been intro- 
duced, each and all of which, it is believed, have 
been highly useful in emeetinng the purpose in- 
| tended. 
| Second. As these are important subjects 
} which might be brought before such an assembly, 
sufficiently numerous to nsume many days, if 
) each was Lip be _introdueed oe fally discussed; 
each m ave some favorite 
{had been exercised, 


, To request Some competent indi- 

idual “to wrepard an essay suggestive and not 
exhaustive upon some subject, previously and 
carefully selected by the Board, and announced in 


cussion among men whose minds, by this pre- 
vious notice, have been led to think on the sub- 
ject. -This, with the great aid of the essay to 
lead and give definite outline, keeps the discus- 
sion from being discursive. The essay puts in the 
drawing, as the painters say, while the subsequent 
colors, lights and shade are added by the speak- 
ers. The experience of the Conference has con- 
firmed them in the belief of the utility of this 
course. 

Third: The meeting being a Conference of 
churches and societies it was thought wise to set 
apart an hour once a year, to listen to brief state- 
ments from each society, in the hearing of the 
large delegations from their sister societies, as to 
their spiritual and temporal experiences as socie- 
ties during the preceding year. Thus methods 
which have led to success and spiritual progress 

bodie of Christians are suggested, for the ex- 
‘anple and adoption of others if thought advisa- 

' These statements are made sometimes by 
G laymen, sometimes by the pastors, with great 
ness, it is is believed; and here it is worthy 
k that ‘the tone of these reports, at the 
Yonferetice was characterized on the one 
a thankfulness to God, and no 


op eful trust in God’s love, with no 

ondency, but with a new and determined 

Ba ei. to work when less favorable re- 
nie obtained. 

w phe three points above named were kept con- 
Stantly in view at the late Medfield Conference, 
= af while the outbursts of devotional hymns, the 
fervency of earnest prayer, and the outspoken, in- 
| dependent debate kept the interest of the meeting 
unflagging, it was delightful to mark the cheerful 
countenances of alJ, for we had assembled Tn the 

aith of God’s loving fatherhood. 
pleasing feature of the assemblage was 
rhization of the denominations. The 
lists met with the Unitarians, not losing 
i lividuality but flowing on in the same 
channel of an earnest desire to build up the king- 
| dom of truth as it is in Jesus. We owe much to 
the strong appeals and words of encouragement 
which. fell, from the lips of Messrs. Demorest, 
Hill and Patterson, and Mrs. Hanaford, all Uni- 


'placin Rey. Mr. Hill upon it. Te.04P- 


ee = 


|the circulars by which the meeting is called.: 
This s essay, when read, is made the topic of dis- 


versalistsseand it is gratifying that the Confer-_ 
ence added strength to our board of officers by - 
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OTHER CHRISTIAN CHURCHES, AT MED~" pitas 
FIELD, JUNE 24. , 


BY REV. C. J. BOWEN. 


The subject prorosed for our consideration to- 
day is, ‘‘How can the Christian church maintain 
its rightful position and influence in promoting 
the moral and religious life and force of the com- | 
munity?’ Iam asked to offer a few suggestions | , 
upon the subject that may lead to a einer dis- 
cussion of it. 

The question implies the fact thatthe Christian 
church does not maintain its rightful position in 
this respect—or, at least, it implies a doubt about 
the full and free exercise of the moral and relig- 
ious influence of the church over the community, 


else the question would never arise. And is there | a ik 


not reason for the question and the doubt? Is the 
Christian church, as a whole, the power for good | 
in the community that it might be and ought to 
be? Has it that abundance of life in itself that 
it imparts freely of life to others? We should be 
faise to facts and blind to realities if we ignored 
the many and the great achievements of the 
Christian church in the ways of charity and be- 
nevolence and humanity. It is not the dead, and 
formal, and useless thing that men would some- 
times make it appear. It is not an effete and an- 
tiquated system whose life has gone out, and is of 
no more use in the world. They speak rashly 
and unadvisedly of that living body of Christ, 
—whe»call it dead, when they say that the Christian 
church is a lumbering and cumbersome. form, in 
the way of progress, and insensible to the ‘spirit 
of the age. The church is surely doing Christ’s 
work in the world and so it is doing God’s will, 
by feeding the hungry, and clothing the naked, 
and leading the blind, and comforting the afflicted, 
and reclaiming the wandering, and saving the 
lost. And yet, who can say or feel, on the other 
hand, that the church is the power that it ought 
to be—that it has the commanding, potential in- 
fluence over men that it should have? With all | 
its machinery it fails ta accomplish the work that | 
it is set to do—and this is because it lacks a united 
front. It loses the strength that comes by union 
The church, the individual church, is, for ‘the 
' most part, left to the keeping of the minister. 
He is expected to do the work. But one single- 
handed workman cannot do the work. One man 
may cultivate your little. garden spot, and keep it 
free from weeds, and train and trim the vines, and 
gather the fruits; but you must have other hands 
to help him cultivate the broad fields. A minis- 
ter can only do the work of one man, and the best | 
work of the best man unaided is et r 


the task. He must have helpers, or much ed 
work will be left undone. af” 


I shall assume the fact, that the right@i posi- 
tion of the Christian church is the promotion: of} 
the moral and religious life and force of the com- | 
munity, It exists for this. It is not a school of 
Bhilosophys or "science, or metaphysics, 0 or_ r_politi- 


j 


S 


a 


"scientific culture, and the profession: 
“preparation aud equipment for the s 


fessions, so the Christian church st 


sag 3 quickening and application of the moral’ 
 ligious powers. Itis not an arsenal” 


ished and sharpened weapons are k 
warfare in doctrinal and > tr a 


theories and abstract ideas. 

for the safe retreat of the sick, 

helpless, and useless, but it is a union 

women under the leadership of oats ; 
Seeking together the truth of God d ‘helpi 
one ano to a higher and happier li es 

league purposes of worship and wo 

prayer and practice; “for getting go 

good.” re 

How should the Christian church sande 

to the various methods and organizati ng tha : 

ist for the promotion of the moral and eligious 
life of the community ? What place ‘should = 
church have among these various bodies?» 

It should be in the advance, and have. e the lead 
ing position,of all. Not by reason of'any assumed 
and excessive authority; not by reason “of any 
false sg or jealousy towards others i0 ganiza- 


by the winning grace of a ae charity, 
welcomes all sincere men and women wi 
fold, and by an open-hearted hepa 
makes strangers feel at home and ¢ e 
converts them all into good angele of: 
love. 

The Christian church, like its greg e 
Lord, should be in the van 1 of all more 


straggling from the ranks of the army ‘of the 
which would march on and possess the land. 
Holding up the-broadest standard of morality and 
religion as found in the gospel of Christ, it should 
welcome the people to its ranks and be able tos ay 
with persuasive power, ‘Come with us unde hie | 
broad banner of liberty, and holiness, and love, 
and let us do something for the ‘Father’ 

in the world.” It should lead, by its 

the most earnest an { 

eousness, and never be a restraint, 

ence or lukewarmness, to activity 

cause. Men and women should never 

by lack of sympathy, to go out of the f 

church, to seek and figd something b 

heartier, and ppolier, Bud niore inspiring 


and free Pncten for any and biatch Christian ae 
pose and cause. 
ground of complaint for want of freedom within 


its bounds. It is charitable enough for all Chris- 
tian p 8. Itis alive to all Christian work, 
It welcon 


ee and sincere laborers. It 


ae my conviction—while I believe 


tees pe aaberch and opportunities to do sahe 
work which the Christian church is striving to do, 

1d whieh it would do more ofectuat it had 
é omiet sympathy of all good men and)true— 
Nf ca e this, I will not judge others, who 


do, nor follow the same leader in 


| those organizations outside of the 


Christian church which have for their object the 
good of men. 


They may not be perfect systems. 
not be in harmony with public opinion 
8, but the church is not perfect in 
: ing, and yet society cannot spare any 
ee aright purpose and that en- 
lists the sympathies of good men. There is room 


ae. 5 in th vorld and work enough for Free 
Masonry, a and Odd Fellowship, and Temperance 


ll ever occupy the place of the 
nor will they ever supercede it, 
wurch is true to its mission. 


Ee name; and we forbade him, because he fol- 


they will glorify 


he answer that | L have been fying to give | 
ut to the question propounded i is t 


No reasonable man has any 


1 moral and religious ee 


ne path. I would not waste fru + a oppo- 


aster, we saw one casting out devils in 


a 
$ | frac or | 


pre Tr 


g souls to its com- 


the only relation toa church 
r ne listener to a sermon and to the music 
of jE and church membership consist of 
par of the Lord’s supper at a stated time, 
we may « sily read the character of that church, 


and see tha hatits appearance of prosperity is not real, 
abiding strength, and we may predict 


that as oon as the fine preaching and fine music 


fail, its days of outward flourishing will also fail. 
But that which i is essential to the real life, and per- 
manence, and prosperity of a church, is the union 
of worshippers and workers, of hearers and doers of 
| the word. The elements of real value in a church 
are those of lovin and loyal hearts; people who 
love the church, and keep it, and stand by it, for 
better or | for - worse, for richer or for poorer, and 
who are not shaken and tossed by every breeze, 
nor driven away by any and every trivial cause; 
people who help the minister and bear his bur- 
dens; who feel that they have something to do, as 
‘well as to hear; something to give, as well as to 
receive; something to minister, as well as to be 
ministered unto. Let each person be imbued and 
pervaded by the spirit of self-consecration to the 
calls of the church where their lot is cast, and all 
indifference and dissatisfaction will be lost and 
, forgotten in a hearty and consecrated zeal for the 


an be one hout the 
and the ahs ina common 
oie only-an audience on 


‘common good. Let people be interested in work | 


and in doing good to others, and they will find hap- 
piness and satisfaction, and forget that they are 
neglected by others or are not esteemed as highly 
as they ought to be. But one thing you cannot 
do, and that is, prescribe and compel social inter- 
course of people, and it is not necessary to do so. 
You cannot compel people of ‘the same church al- 
ways: to be socially interested andintimate. Itis 
no “agen desirable todo so. The church is not 
for not to determine the likes and dis- 
‘likes of individuals, the tastes a distastes. It is 
to sit in judgment upon private relations and 
= preferences. But there is a common 
‘for “union and co-operation in every 

i and upon that all ee meet tang work to- 


gro 


on Se aaes, without jefetense to faith, or 
ee It was enough that hearts were | 
filled wit 
of what God had given 


4 


| doing that ORK in their several spher 8 
| their hearts and min¢s arf souls. 


love for the union and for the: perpetui ty 4 
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: Finally, do i not express the feeling of every 
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“MEDFIELD. 
The ‘Norfolk County Conference of 
Unitarian and other Christian churches” 
held its regular meeting in this beautiful 
‘}town, on Wednesday of last week, and was 
attended by a large concourse of pastors 
and delegates from the several churches. in | 
-| connection with the Conference, and from 
other churches in the vicinity. The exer-| 
cises of the Conference proper were pre 
ceded by religious services on Tuesday eve-| 
ning, when an able and effective discourse, 
‘lon “the healthful conditions of the soul,” 
was delivered by Rev. R. Shippen, of Wor- 
cester, and by a prayer meeting, on wee 
nesday morning, conducted by Rev. G. W. 
Stacey, of Milford. Theaergs*: tended 
to give tone and characte 
quent exercises of the Confer 
were mainly devotional and 
throu ghout. ai. 


@ At Ridopehing of the Conference ‘proper 


prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. Adams, of 
Templeton; introductory remarks were 
offered by the President, Hon. John C. 
Park. Action was then taken upon the 
business “matters of the mecting. An 
amendment of the Constitution was voted, 
giving authority to the Board of Officers 
to supply, hereafter, whatever vacancies in 
their number may occur between the annual 
meetings of the Conference. Existing va- 
cancies were subsequently filled by the 
unanimous election of Rev. Geo. IIill, of 
South Dedham, in place of Rev. T. B. 
Forbush, and of Dr. J. P. Spooner, of 
Dorchester, in place of 8. E. Guild, Esq. 
An admirable and exhaustive essay was 
read by Rev. C. J. Bowen, on the question 
appointed for discussion, ‘‘Ilow can the 
Christian church maintain its rightful posi- 
tion and influence in promoting the moral 
and religious life and force of the commu- 
nity 2” This called forth suggestive re- 
marks from Messrs. Stacey, Green, El- 
\dridge, Lowe, Hill, Merrick, Thompson 
and Demarest, of the clergy, and from 
Messrs. Park, Chickering, Gragg, Lewis 
and others, of the laity. After prayer by 
Rey, Mr. Smith, of Walpole, the Confer- 
ence adjourned to the vestry and partook 


of a bountiful collation provided by the 


ladies of Medfield. 

Returning to the church, the afternoon 
session was opened with prayer, by Rey. 
Mr. Piper, of Canton. Reports from the 
various churches respecting the temporal 
and spiritual condition of each, were then 
made by their pastors, or some one of their 


|perity of several of the sehurches, large 


‘ priated to deserving objects of charity, 


several representatives. These 1 Epon: 


were all of a hopeful and encouraging na- | 
ture. As evidence of the temporal pros-| 


abroad, or to necessary repairs, and ¢ 
larged church accommodations, at 1b 
The spiritual life and growth of all 
churches—though not in all cases fulfilling 
the hopes and wishes of their pastors—was 
evinced by deeper interest in Christian ordi- 
nanees, in the Sunday school, conference 
meetings, and benevolent and Christian en- 
terprises at home and abroad, The exercises 
throughout the day were interspersed with 
singing of the most tonching and exalting 
hymns; and the whole effect. of the meeting 
was fitted to create a more earnest, devoted | 
and charitable spirit. 

Different religious denominations, each 
having its individual belief and purpose, 
were here united in cordial fellowship, and 
in the most earnest desire and endeavor to 
promote a common object,—the prosperity 
and influence of the Christian church as the | 


-| chief instrumentality i in the religious and | 


spiritual improvement and welfare of man- 
kind, 

One of the most leases incidents of the 
day, was the presence and deeply affecting 
words of Rev. Mrs. Hanaford, now pastor 
of a church in Hingham. 

Resolves were passed.in memory of the 
late J, P, Walker, Secretary of the Sunday 
School societywand one of the originators | 
and most devoted friends of the ‘Confer- 


ence, pledging the members fo more’ ear- 
— 


nest efforts for the religious | education of 
the young. 

A resolve, also, offered by wien IS 
Sleeper, was passed, in grateful acknowl-| 
edgment of the spirit in which the Con-| 
ference had been received, and of the] 
bountiful hospitality extended to it, by the | 
friends in Medfield . 

Tt should be known, and we would call 
attention to the fact, that one important 
object of the Conference is to render aid, 


‘in connection with the Secretary of the 


American Unitarian Association, to any 
parish whose pulpit is vacant, in securing 
a permanent pastor; and also, to secure 
permanent or temporary employment to 
every minister desiving the one or the}, 
other. Societies and ministers, wishing to 
avail themselves of this aid, are invited to 
correspond with the Secretary of the Local 
Conference, to which they belong. . S. i 
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ORDER OF SERVICES 


AT THE 
ANNIVERSARY 


OF THE 


Medfield Anitarian Sunday School, 


& 


( 


Sunday, Uct. 4, Lt 


N.B:— The Hymns are from the ‘‘ Cheshire Collection,” which will be 


found in the pews; and persons acquainted with the tunes are at liberty to 


sing, whether members of the School or not. 
—— 


I. VOLUNTARY ON THE ORGAN. 


BY THE ORGANIST OF CHURCH AND SCHOOL, MISS HATTIE ROBINSON. 


2 0) dA SCRIPTURE dp ch 


TI. HOY NEN .« 132: 
( Omitting verse third.) 
Cuorus. — Come, children, come! the bells are ringing, 
To the school with haste repair ; 


Let us all unite in singing, 
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VII. RESPONSIVE READING, 

BY MINISTER AND CONGREGATION. THE NINETY-FIFTH PSALM. 
Minister. O come! let us sing unto the Lord : 
Congregation. Let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our Salvation. 
Min. Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving : 
Cong. And make a joyful noise unto Him with Psalms. 
Min. ¥or the Lord is a great God: 
Cong. And a great King above all gods. 
Min. In his hand are the deep places of the earth : 
Cong. And the strength of the hills in his also. 
Min. ‘The sea is his, and he made it: 
Cong. And his hands formed the dry land. 
Min. Oh, come! let us worship and bow down: 
Cong. Let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
Min. For he is our God: 
Cong. And we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand. 


—~>— 


VIII HYMN. 229. 
( Three verses. The ¢ Congregation will please stand uw hile this hymn 1S sung. ) 


Cuorus.— Glory, glory ! let us sing, 


While heaven and earth with glory ring ; 


tor Be Hosanna, Pe ae , Hosanna to oD eee ts 


IX. PRAYER. 


BY PASTOR AND SCHOOL 


( Wherein all present are invited to, join, not only in apper 7 oy eee with voice al: so.) 


XI. REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT, 
MR. MOSES HARTSHORN. 


—_——_ 


XII. REPORT OF THE SECRETARY, 


MR. LOUIS eats 5 


SLIM MUSIC. — 55 
Spiritual. ‘‘ Lord make me more patient.’” 


(Sung by all prf DD) j 
AS rae ‘Gina 


XIV. REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN, 


4 Rk. GHORGE W. KINGSBURY. 
ym 2s" Oy as, 


ON THE 


ie ee AT he Congregation standing.) 


fet 


XV. CATECHISM 


EPISTLES OF THE NEW TESTAMENT CONDUCTED BY THE 


DURING THE PAST YEAR. 


Linkte (2 Ca aa Pree 


XVI. HYMN. 649 


SHORT By Ss ic CLERGYME 
t a. i 
VIII. EE ef e PP Ee “Eee Sons 


fae ANNIVERSARY HYMN. 


PASTOR, — 


A REVIEW OF HIS ORAL LESSONS GIVEN TO THE WHOLE SCHOOL 


Wy WRITTEN FOR THE OCCASION BY MRS. L. J. H. GIFFORD, OF WEST DEDHAM. 


(The Congregation is requested to stand.) 


We come, with song, a gladsome throng 
Of childhood, youth, and prime, 
, To crown the hours with love and flowers 
Of Anniversary time. 
A smiling year, without a tear, 
From Heaven’s protecting hand, 
Hath banished fear, and brought us here, 


A bright, unbroken band. 


Cuorvus.— Then let the hours be crowned with flowers, 
By childhood, youth, and prime ; 
Let every voice with song rejoice, 


At Anniversary time. 


Each willing heart doth bear its part, 
In harmony to move ; 

The pastor’s care the people share, 
While labor is in love. 

The cherished names so dear to fame, 
Our classes proudly bear. 

Oh! may each heart, in life’s glad part, 


Their crowning virtues wear. 


Cuorus. — Then let the hours, &e. 


4 


The Sunday School, with gentle rule, 
With foothold firm and sure, 
This truth shall prove, that law is love, 


And God’s own church secure. 


We bring, to-day, our grateful lay, 


From happy hearts and true, 


For blessings past; oh, may they last, 


* And gild our future too ! 


Cuorus. — Then let the hours, &c. 
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OBJECTS. 


The purposes of the Union are the moral and spiritual culture of its 
members, the cultivation of a fraternal spirit among the disciples of 
Jesus, of every name and sect, the extension of an active and liberal 
Christian faith, and the prosecution of practical Christian work. 


MEETINGS. 


Regular meetings are held every month, except the months of July 
‘and August. 

Free lectures, by eminent clergymen and others, will be delivered 
from time to time. Notices thereof will be given in the daily news- 
papers, and in the following religious papers, viz. :— 


The ‘‘ Liberal Christian,” (Unitarian,) Nos. 82 and 84 Nassau Street. 
| The ‘‘ Ambassador,” (Universalist,) No. 133 Nassau Street. 


LIBERAL CHURCHES. 


Fourth Universalist, Rey. E. H. Cuapry, D.D., corner 45th Street 
and 5th Avenue. 


First Unitarian, Rey. H. W. Bettows, D.D., corner 20th Street and 
4th Avenue. 


Second Unitarian, Rey. S. Oscoop, D.D., corner Park Avenue and 
34th Street. 


Third Universalist, Rey. D. K. Len, corner Bleecker and Downing 
Streets. 


Third Unitarian, Rey. O. B. Frornincnam, West 40th Street, near 
6th Avenue. 


Sixth Universalist, West 35th Street, near 6th Avenue. 


corner 129th Street and 4th Avenue. 


Harlem Universalist, 


a 
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RELIGIOUS OPINIONS OF EMINENT PERSONS. 


“Tam not less ardent in my wish that you may succeed in your plan 
of toleration in religious matters. Being no bigot myself to any mode of 
worship, I am disposed to indulge the professors of Christianity in the 
church with that road to Heaven which to them shall seem the most 
direct, plainest, easiest, and least liable to exception.”—GEORGE WAsH- 
INGTON. 


““T never will, by any word or act, bow to the shrine of intolerance, 
or admit a right of inquiry into the religious opinions of others. On the 
contrary, we are bound, you and I and eyery one, to make common 
cause, even with error itself, to maintain the common right of freedom 
of conscience. We ought, with one heart and one hand, to hew down 
the daring and dangerous efforts of those who would seduce the public 
opinion to substitute itself into that tyranny over religious faith which 
the laws have so justly abdicated.” —TnoMAS JEFFERSON. 


“T live in the hope of the progressive advancement of Christian 
liberty, and I expect to abide by the same in death.”—Joun Q. ADAms. 


““T believe in one God, the Creator of the Universe ; that he governs 
it by His providence; that He ought to be worshipped ; that the most 
acceptable service we render to Him is doing good to His other children ; 
that the soul of man is immortal, and will be treated with justice in 
another life, respecting its conduct in this. These I take to be the 
fundamental points in all sound religion.”—BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 


“J have never united myself to any Church, because I have found 
difficulty in giving my assent, without mental reservation, to the long, 
complicated statements of Christian doctrine which characterize their 
Articles of Belief and Confessions of Faith. When any Church will 
inscribe over its altar, as its sole qualification for membership, the 
Saviour’s condensed statement of the substance of both Law and Gospel, 
‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind, and thy neighbor as thyself,’ that Church 
will I join with all my heart and all my soul.”—ABRAHAM LINCOLN. 


‘‘No men, or society of men, have any authority to impose their 
opinions or interpretations on any other; since, in matters of religion, 
every man must know, believe, and give an account for himself.”—JouNn 


LOcKE. | 
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Oh! yet we trust, that somehow good 
Will be the final goal of ill, 
To pangs of nature, sins of will, 
Defects of doubt, and taints of blood ; 


That nothing walks with aimless feet ; 
That not one life shall be destroyed, 
Or cast as rubbish to the void, 

When God hath made the pile complete ; 


That not a worm is cloyen in vain ; 
That not a moth, with vain desire, 
Is shrivelled in a fruitless fire, 

Or but subserves another’s gain. 


Behold! we know not any thing: 
I can but trust that good shall fall 
At last,—far off,—at last to all, 


And every winter change to spring. —TENNYSON. 


There is no death—what seems so, is transition. 
This life of mortal breath 
Is but a suburb of the life elysian, 


Whose portal we call death. | —LONGFELLOW. 


There is a day of sunny rest 

For every dark and troubled night. 

And grief may bide an evening guest, 

But joy shall come with early light. 

For God hath marked each sorrowing day 
And numbered every secret tear, 

And Heaven’s long age of bliss shall pay 


For all his children suffer here. —BRYANT. 


Yet love will dream, and faith will trust, 
That somehow, somewhere meet we must. 
Alas for him who never sees 

The stars shine through his cypress trees ; 
Who hath not learned in hours of faith, 
The truth to flesh and sense unknown, 
That Life is ever lord of Death, 


And Love can never lose its own. —WHITTIER. 
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